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Global War on Terrorism by transforming
the Department of Defense, sharpening the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
counterterrorism focus, strengthening the
authority of the Director of Central Intel-
ligence to coordinate national intelligence
activities, and creating a Department of
Homeland Security;

Whereas of the senior al-Qaida leaders,
operational managers, and key facilitators
that the United States Government has been
tracking, nearly two-thirds of such individ-
uals have been taken into custody or killed;

Whereas just as significant, with the help
of its allies, the United States has disrupted
individuals and organizations that facilitate
terrorism—movers of money, people, mes-
sages, and supplies—who have acted as the
glue binding the global al-Qaida network to-
gether;

Whereas Pakistan has taken into custody
more than 500 members of al-Qaida and the
Taliban regime, including Khalid Sheik Mo-
hammed and Ramzi bin al Shibh, conspira-
tors in the September 11, 2001, attacks, and
Kahallad Ba’Attash, an individual involved
in the planning of the attack on the USS
COLE in 2000;

Whereas Jordan continues its strong
counterterrorism efforts, arresting two indi-
viduals with links to al-Qaida who admitted
responsibility for the October 2002 murder in
Amman, Jordan, of Lawrence Foley, a
United States Agency for International De-
velopment Foreign Service Officer;

Whereas in June 2002, Morocco took into
custody al-Qaida operatives plotting to at-
tack United States Navy ships and ships of
other member nations of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in the Strait of Gibral-
tar;

Whereas the United States and its allies in
Southeast Asia have made significant ad-
vances against the regional terrorist organi-
zation Jemaah Islamiyah, which was respon-
sible for the attack in Bali, Indonesia, in Oc-
tober 2003 that killed more than 200 people;

Whereas Singapore, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines, Thailand, and other countries in
Southeast Asia have taken into custody
leaders and operatives of local al-Qaida-af-
filiated terrorist organizations and members
of al-Qaida traveling through such countries;

Whereas the United Kingdom, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, and other countries have
disrupted cells of the al-Qaida terrorist orga-
nization and are vigorously pursuing other
leads relating to terrorist activity;
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the United States Govern-
ment initiated innovative programs, such as
the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Ter-
rorism program and the Container Security
Initiative, to extend our borders overseas
and to secure and screen cargo before it is
placed on ships destined for United States
ports of entry;
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Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity implemented the US-VISIT border se-
curity screening system in December 2003 at
all air and sea ports of entry, requiring that
nonimmigrant visa holders entering the
United States be fingerprinted and screened
through various criminal and terrorist data-
bases before entry into the United States,
and this system will be expanded to land
ports of entry in accordance with congres-
sional deadlines;
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Whereas since September 11, 2001, the
Coast Guard has conducted more than 124,000
port security patrols, 13,000 air patrols,
boarded more than 92,000 vessels, interdicted
over 14,000 individuals attempting to enter
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the United States illegally, and created and
maintained more than 90 Maritime Security
Zones;
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Whereas following attacks of September
11, 2001, the Terrorist Threat Integration
Center was established, which now fuses, for
the first time in United States history, ter-
rorist-related information, foreign and do-
mestic, available to the United States Gov-
ernment for systematic analysis and dis-
semination to prevent or disrupt terrorist
attacks on the United States;
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the Terrorist Screening Cen-
ter, a multi-agency partnership, was estab-
lished to integrate the dozens of separate
terrorist databases that existed before Sep-
tember 11th into a single terrorist watch list
for use by Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement, intelligence, and border security
personnel.
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the United States Govern-
ment has ensured the hardening of cockpit
doors on airplanes and greatly expanded the
use of armed Federal air marshals to prevent
and deter future hijackings that could turn
commercial planes into weapons of mass de-
struction;
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Whereas having recognized the need to pre-
vent terrorist organizations from using their
resources, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has worked closely with the Department
of the Treasury to target 62 terrorist organi-
zations and freeze $125,000,000 in assets of
such organizations worldwide used to fund
terrorist activities;

Whereas to date United States Armed
Forces and Coalition forces have killed or
captured 43 of the 56 most wanted criminals
of the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq, in-
cluding Saddam Hussein himself;

Whereas the al-Zarqawi terror network
used Baghdad as a base of operations to co-
ordinate the movement of people, money,
and supplies; and

Whereas thousands of families have lost
loved ones in the defense of freedom and lib-
erty against the tyranny of terror: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved: That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) extends again its deepest sympathies to
the thousands of innocent victims of the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, their
families, friends, and loved ones;

(2) honors the heroic actions and the sac-
rifices of United States military and civilian
personnel and their families who have sac-
rificed much, including their lives and
health, in defense of their country in the
Global War on Terrorism;

(3) honors the heroic actions of first re-
sponders, law enforcement personnel, State
and local officials, volunteers, and others
who aided the innocent victims and, in so
doing, bravely risked their own lives and
long-term health;

(4) expresses thanks and gratitude to the
foreign leaders and citizens of all nations
who have assisted and continue to stand in
solidarity with the United States against
terrorism in the aftermath of the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks;

(b) discourages, in the strongest possible
terms, any effort to confuse the Global War
on Terrorism with a war on any people or
any faith;

(6) reaffirms its commitment to the Global
War on Terrorism and to providing the
United States Armed Forces with the re-
sources and support to wage it effectively
and safely;
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(7) vows that it will continue to take what-
ever actions necessary to identify, intercept,
and disrupt terrorists and their activities;
and

(8) reaffirms that the American people will
never forget the sacrifices made on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and will never bow to ter-
rorist demands.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McCOTTER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COLE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. COLE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to take my
Special Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

———

TENNESSEE’'S ECONOMY AND
HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, vir-
tually every day JOHN KERRY and his
campaign are telling America that our
best days are not ahead, that our econ-
omy is not growing, and that President
Bush has not waged a tough war on ter-
rorism. Fortunately, most Americans,
as we hear when we are out in our dis-
tricts, as we see in the polls, most
Americans are seeing through Can-
didate KERRY’S empty rhetoric.

For the past several months, our
economy has shown strong growth. I
have here with me tonight an article
from the National Tennessean. It is
headlined ‘‘Nashville area added 11,308
in fiscal year 2003-2004.” The article
notes that these 11,308 jobs are five
times last year’s total. Mr. KERRY may
not want people to know, but this is an
indication of real economic growth and
what is happening out there in the
heartland.

No matter what JOHN KERRY or CBS
might tell us, President Bush and this
Congress are making the right deci-
sions for our economy and for the war
on terrorism.

Another subject that has been get-
ting a great deal of attention from the
left is health care, specifically the
Health Savings Accounts that were
created last year by this body. And for
months KERRY and the Democrats have
been calling choice, flexibility, and
ownership in health care a bad idea.
But they are absolutely wrong. The
Health Savings Accounts are all about
giving the consumer power over their
health coverage, over health decisions,
and over those precious health care
dollars.
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